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      Session Goals

Demonstrate the implementation
of a pragmatics lesson  
 Using MiCASE to find instances of
the target language

 Using Praat for students to
experiment with intonation &
syllable length



    In linguistics, the study of the
choices of language persons make
in social interaction and of the
effects of these choices on others.
(Crystal, 1987)

• word choice & tone of voice
• identity & intentions of speaker

& hearer
• context

Defining Pragmatics



Michigan Corpus of Academic Spoken
English

• Transcriptions of 200 hours of academic
speech = 1.7 million words

• Search by grammar, vocabulary,
functions, academic disciplines, classes of
speakers

About MiCASE



 

Praat: Doing phonetics by computer

• Created by P. Boersma and D. Weenink -
Institute of Phonetic Sciences, U of
Amsterdam

• Powerful speech analysis software - not
specifically designed for ESL/Pragmatics
instruction

About Praat



Our Process

• Identify the need/ pragmatic function
+  office hours
+  classroom teaching



TA Correcting Mistaken Information

Before “actually” lesson
– Clip 1: Oh, OK. Um, maybe…not quite…quite

right answer.

– Clip 2: Yeah, yeah. It’s um some different
kind of concept. We call it steady state.

After “actually” lesson
– Clip 3: Actually, it’s not quite exact answer.



Our Process

• Identify the need/ pragmatic function
+  office hours
+  classroom teaching

• Create a lesson (Adapted from the Teaching
Pragmatics website - see references)

• Find instances in MiCASE
• Create dialogs for students to practice
• Have students practice with Praat



"Actually, the Deadline was Friday of
Last Week, Not This Week...”
(Barsony, Olga)

http://exchanges.state.gov/education/eng
teaching/pragmatics/barsony.htm

(from Bardovi-Harlig, K. & Mahan-Taylor, ed.)

The Model Lesson



Finding Instances in MiCASE

– Search for specific words or phrases
– Sift through results
– Extract, edit and insert into lesson

(See dialogs we chose on pp. 5-6 handouts)



Searching MiCASE for “actually”



Search Results: “actually”



Our Process: Implementation

• Students practice with Praat

– Step 1: Awareness-raising
– Step 2: Experimentation with pitch &
             length
– Step 3: Practice using MiCASE dialogs
– Step 4: Meaningful practice



Does that help? No, it doesn’t.

Step 1: Awareness Raising:
MiCASE Dialog without “actually”



Actually, no. (repeated 4 times)

Step 2: Experimentation with
Pitch & Length



   No, it doesn’t.  Actually, yeah.     It makes this
                                                   independent of that.

Step 3: Use “actually” in Original
MiCASE Dialog



Actually, no.        I’m Korean. 

Step 4: Meaningful Practice
            Correcting

Are you 
Japanese? 



Actually, no.        I bought it 4 years ago.

Step 4: Meaningful Practice
           Correcting

Did you get
new glasses? 



   Actually,    no.         I have a lot of work
                                            in my lab.

Step 4: Meaningful Practice
           Correcting

You’re going 
to New York
next week? 



          Contact us

Barbara       beers003@umn.edu
Kate            marti157@umn.edu

http://www.teaching.umn.edu


